
When filling out your personal details, make sure all
information is correct and easy to read. 

When applying for legal aid in a childcare case, you tick
the box for family law.

Provide some details on why you’re applying. It helps if
you know what kind of care order is being applied for and
the reasons why. The Legal Aid Board put childcare cases
at the top of their list, so make sure to make it clear that
this is a childcare matter.

If another person or organisation is involved, give their
details. This can be your partner, Tusla, or your social
worker, for example.

If you know your court date, provide this on the form. This
is important for the solicitors to know so that they can
plan. 

A correspondence address is where you receive your post.
You only need to add this if you do not receive your post
at the same place you live.
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I’ve received a letter from Tusla, the Child and Family Agency (CFA). 
They want to take my child into care... 

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. My child’s father. The social worker... etc
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If your only source of income is social welfare, and you
have no assets over €4000, then you only need to fill out
section A - not B and C.

If you receive income outside of social welfare and you
have assets worth more than €4000, you will have to fill
out sections B and C.

To fill out sections B and C, it will help to have a
payslip/P60, social welfare receipt, or Notice of
Assessment from Revenue/Audited Accounts. These will
have your details of your income tax, PRSI, and USC
payments.

If you receive any other income, such as maintenance
payments from a child’s parent, you will need to provide
details of this.

You will need to give details of your rent or mortgage
payments. 

If you pay for childcare and/or maintenance, give details.



In Part C, you will have to give details of your capital
assets. A capital asset is something you own that has a
significant value - for example, property, a car, or stocks. 

You will have to provide the approximate values of all of
your capital assets, except the house you live in.

You will have to provide the details of any savings you
may have.

You will have to provide the details of any outstanding
amounts on any loans or debts that you may have



Please read the declaration section carefully before
signing your name and providing the date.

The application form provides a helpful checklist to make
sure that you haven’t missed anything in your application.
Make sure you read this carefully and don’t forget
anything, as this can delay your application being
processed.

Remember, the application form determines if you are eligible
for legal aid. Eligibility means who qualifies - if you're qualified
for something or allowed to take part in it, you have eligibility.
For example, having a valid driver's license means you have the
eligibility to drive a car. If you are unsure of your eligibility, there
is an eligibility estimator on the Legal Aid Board website.

It can take time to process a legal aid application and to
determine someone’s eligibility, however priority is often given to
childcare cases.

If you need help filling out your legal aid form or if you have any
questions while filling out your legal aid form, you can call the
Legal Aid Board’s helpline or the Barnardos Parental Advocacy
and Information Service freephone. 

1800 333 355

parent.advocacy@barnardos.ie info@legalaidboard.ie

 0818 615 200   
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